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BOLLINGER	62





The Bollingers now living in Caldwell County are direct descendants of Christian Bollinger’s family, early pioneers of what is now Catawba County.


Christian Bollinger came from Switzerland and settled in Pennsylvania.


He went West on a hunting trip with nine other men; only one returned.  He reported that Christian Bollinger with the others had been killed and scalped by  The widow of Christian and her child came from Pennsylvania by wagon train a[ 1800.  She settled in what is now Catawba County.


Legion Bollinger, (1785-1857) son of Christian, came with his mother from Pennsylvania.  He was about 14 years old.  He married Catherine Killian and had six children.  His son, Joseph was my great-grandfather.  Born Sept. 29, 1828, died May 15, 1908.  His wife was named Leah. He owned a large tract of land, from an original land grant, and passed down through the family.  It was located between the Star Town Road and St. PauIs Church at Newton.  He gave the land for Fairgrove Methodist Church, where the Bollinger ancestors are buried.


Joseph's son, James Franklin "Jim" was my grandfather.  He married Sarah Caroline Fullbright, and in 1900 they moved to Caldwell County.  My mother, Nellie Lola, was their youngest child. (See Archie Cobb Family).


Christian Bollinger brought from Switzerland a coat and vest, very ornate, which had silver buttons with a coat of arms on the top and his initials "C.B." on the back, which was handed down to the oldest son in each generation, but was eventually lost.  He also brought some intricate carvings, since deteriorated, which were given to the youngest sons.  The coat of arms was traced through records, Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and was found under the name of Bollinger von Huggenberq.  Elgg, Switzerland 1846, with the following notation, translated: "This coat of arms is that which a family of Bolingens bore from the time of the 14th Century.  Two canons of Zurich were of this family."
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